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Edward as a young man and in his later years



• Born in Leamington on December 11th 1839

• Employed by fine metal worker Francis Skidmore in 1857

• Worked in Switzerland and France 1860-1861, including for Baron Rothschild

• Moved to Kenilworth  after 1865 and took over late father’s business

• And then… 



An extract from Lord Leigh’s 
“repairs”notebook of 1872 shows 
Edward is already leasing the 
“blacksmith’s shop”



1870-74 blacksmith and whitesmith at Castle End, Kenilworth

1874 move to Stoneleigh

1876-
80

shoeing and general smith, wheelwright

1881 master blacksmith at 2 Church Place, Stoneleigh, employing 2 men and one 
apprentice

1884-
1900

business described variously as ironmonger, engineer, machinist, general 
smith. Still at 2 Church Place, Stoneleigh

1901 heating engineer and iron worker at 2 Church Place, Stoneleigh

1904-
1924

as Edward Fardon & Son, ironmongers and engineers

1911 heating engineer and art metal worker iron gates and general ornamental 
ironlink(sic) at Stoneleigh



An early picture of Church Lane, with Mr Fardon’s house on the right



The Fardon family outside 2 Church Place



The house today, with ornamental 
ironwork



Examples of his ornamental designs



Stoneleigh Abbey gates



The velocipede design

Note date, Stoneleigh

1869









Edward at his mother’s grave



“Took employment at Skidmore’s in 
Coventry… he next entered upon a 
kind of Dick Whittington enterprise 
and walked to London, doing the 
journey in four and a half days. He 
worked in a street off Cheapside”

Extract from newspaper obituary 1926



“claimed to have played an important part in the 
development of the bicycle…

Mr Fardon is said to have made the original 
suspension wheel,

and the first entirely iron cycle which was 
provided 

with an indiarubber tyre”



“He began the construction of the machine towards the end 
of 1868, and it was finished early in the following year…the 
front wheel was 42 inches 
and the back 18 inches. Mr Fardon had never seen one with 
more than a 36 inch wheel. At that time wooden, but not 
iron, bicycles were being made in Coventry. The rim of the 
cycle was very interesting. First there was a T rim, outside 
which was fastened another rim, dovetailed shape, wider at 
the top than at the bottom. It was into this that he fitted a 
solid rubber tyre.

One ingenious device which Mr Fardon introduced was that 
for the lubrication of the front hub….the hub was a solid 
piece and its extremities revolved in the front forks. To 
ensure lubrication he inserted a small portion of sponge 
saturated in oil. This was constantly rubbing on the face of 
the metal and added materially to the ease of running.”



“The journey to Leek Wootton was an important 
event in his life. Between Kenilworth and Leek 
Wootton there is a fairly steep hill, and it was the
 descent of this hill that formed the most trying 
part of his ride. The pace became so fast that his 
feet slipped off the pedals.

His first journey to Coventry was also an event of 
importance. He rode it through the town and 
called at a shop in Cross Cheaping. When he 
came out of the shop he found the machine 
surrounded by a large crowd. It was with 
difficulty that he reached it and was able to 
mount. He rode the machine for about six 
months at the end of which period he
 sold it for £20. Unfortunately Mr Fardon did not 
patent these improvements and therefore 
derived no benefit from his originality.”



Captain of the Stoneleigh 
Fire Brigade

“it is to his genius we owe one 
of the greatest improvements 
in the modern bicycle, 
namely, the spider wheel, 
although it is generally 
attributed to a
 Coventry man…



The family graves in Stoneleigh churchyard





The forge today



Installation of commemorative 
plaque December 8th 2024

With grateful thanks to various members of 
the Fardon family for permission
 to use materials in this display
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